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Pope adds that neither had he until that time
heard of anything of the kind; and he does not
believe that even a pagan would think of such
a thing. Having said all this, in Latin much
more cumbrous than Alcuin's charmingly clear
style, he enters upon a long declaration of his
personal courage and confidence whatever happened.
" If God be with us, who shall be against us."

We must; I think, take it that there had been
some hitch in negotiations between Offa and
Adrian, and that Offa, with the outspoken vigour
of a Mercian Angle, had in fact gone far beyond
Henry VIITs greatest threats, and had declared to
his counsellors that if Adrian was not more pliable,
he and Karl would make some one Pope who would
have first regard to the wishes of the Angles and
the Franks.

Now it was Alcuin who had brought together
Karl and Offa in the first instance, and had brought
about their alliance. And on a later occasion when
they quarrelled he made them friends again. We
do not know what active part, if any, AJeuin took
in the matter decided at the quarrelsome-like synod.
But we have plenty of evidence that he highly
approved of the reversal of Hadrian's act by his
successor Leo III, with the assent, and indeed on
the request, of Offajs successor Kenulf. He corre-
sponded with Offa in a very friendly manner, as
indeed OfiVs general conduct well deserved. Here
is a letter from him, in response to a request from
the king that he would send him a teacher.
ec Always desirous faithfully to do what you wish, Ep. 43.
I have sent to you this my best loved pupil, as you 787-796.
have requested. I pray you have him in honour